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LAND—THE BUSINESS BASIS 


Land is the safest and best investment; it cannot 
burn, nor can it be totally destroyed except under ex- 
traordinary circumstances. It might well be termed 
“The Commercial Unit,’ for it forms the foundation 
of all business. 

The owner of land uses it?to back his business; he 
improves it and collects the rents; he cultivates it and 
reaps his fortune in crops; he uses it as his home. The 
ownership of even a small tract, whether it be agri- 
cultural, timber, grazing or mineral, gives an assur- 
ance of freedom from want, even though employment 
may cease, industrial, commercial or financial panics 
may come or wars devastate commerce. 

It is the duty of every citizen of the United States 
to avail himself of his legal right and procure a quar- 
ter or half section of Government Land; then he will 
be independent. 


Sixty years ago the great interior valleys of Cal- 
ifornia were merely grazing grounds for vast herds 
of long-horned cattle, elk and antelope. The sites of 
the present prosperous cities were merely nondescript 
collections of rude Indian tepees or miners’ huts. In 
sixty years this vast domain has been brought under 
the dominion of the plow and today it is one of the 
most productive spots on the earth. 

Thirty-five years ago the foothill region of the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains was supposedly suitable for 
mining only, and today it raises the finest grades of 
deciduous fruits. 

What is the future of the remaining vacant lands? 
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Government Lands. 


There are millions of people in the United States 
who are not aware that the Government has at its 
disposal acres of land, much of it excellent farming 
land and some of it fair timber land. Of course the 
farming land is, in many cases, covered with a growth 
of small timber or underbrush that has to be removed 
before crops may be planted. But some of our very 
best foothill fruit land, worth more than $100 per 
acre, was formerly brush-covered, vacant land. 

When the homeseeker learns there is still Govern- 
ment Land to be taken up, he naturally desires to be 
informed where it is located. In order to answer all 
these questions fully and completely, the Map pasted 
in the back of this booklet was prepared. This Map 
shows the area of Government Land in each Town- 
ship on March 1, 1915, and is the result of many years’ 
research and study. The Map was prepared by John 
F. Armstrong, for twelve years Register of the Land 
Office at Sacramento, and an acknowledged authority 
in Government Land matters, and Chas. L. Gilmore, a 
former Timber Cruiser and Special Agent in the Gen- 
eral Land Office Field Service and in the Federal For- 
est Service and an experienced Engineering Drafts- 
man. The utmost care has been exercised by these 
two gentlemen in the preparation of this Map in or- 
der to prevent mistakes or errors and to provide the 
Homeseeker with an accurate guide to the Govern- 
ment Land. The Map is drawn in conformity with 
the United States Land Surveys and the figures are 
from Official Government Records. Therefore it is 
thoroughly reliable. 
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The Map as a Guide. 

The Map shows those portions of the District 
wherein Government Lands are to be found, and then 
comes the question: “How shall I find the particular 
tracts that are vacant?” This -has been provided for. 
In the lower right-hand corner of the Map you will 
note a sketch of a Township, subdivided to show the 
Sections and manner of numbering them. You will 
also note beneath it the manner of subdividing a 
Section. Underneath that you will note the explana- 
tion of the division of each “quarter” into “quarter- 
quarters” or 40-acre squares. Every Township of 
the public land survey follows this general scheme 
of subdivision. 

The Homeseeker should first decide upon the par- 
ticular locality wherein he desires to settle and then 
send to us for a “Township Plat.” To locate any 
Township on the Map proceed as follows: You will 
note a heavy black line running lengthwise, or North 
and South, on the Map. That is “Mt. Diablo Meridian.” 
Also there is another black line running crosswise, or 
Fast and West, on the Map. That is “Mt. Diablo Base 
Line.” Along each of these two lines you will note 
heavy figures printed. Those running lengthwise of 
the Map are “Township” Numbers and those running 
crosswise are “Range” Numbers. \, All Townships or 
squares on the Map North of the Base Line are North 
Townships, and those South of the Base Line are 
South Townships. The Ranges or squares East of the 
Meridian Line are East Ranges, and those West are 
West Ranges. Take the City of Colusa, the County 
Seat of Colusa County. It is found in the 16th square 
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North of the Base Line and the first square West of 
the Meridian Line. Thus it is in “Township 16 North, 
Range 1 West.” Other Townships are located in a 
like manner. You will find Auburn, the County Seat 
of Placer County, in “Township 12 North, Range 8 
Bast,” 

When you have located the Township you wish to 
visit, send its Number and Range to us and enclose a 
Money Order for One Dollar. We will immediately 
check that Township for you from the Government 
Records and send it to you the same day. The Plat 
we send you will show the position in the Township 
of every legal subdivision that is vacant on that day. 
We have to check every plat separately, for the rea- 
son that the status of the land changes daily, in that 
the land that is covered with an entry today may be 
vacant tomorrow, and the land that is vacant today 
may be entered tomorrow. ‘There are a few Town- 
ships along the “Mother Lode,” the great Mineral 
Belt of California, which lies wholly in this District, 
that we cannot check a Plat of for One Dollar. The 
prices of these particular Plats vary from $10 up- 
wards. 

If you are a surveyor you can run out your own 
lines to find your land after receiving the Plat. Or 
you can get someone living within the immediate 
vicinity to show it to you. Or, better yet, you can get 
the Surveyor of the County to show it to you. He is 
a County Official and a reliable surveyor. When you 
have finally found the tract you wish, come to Sacra- 
mento and to our Offices at 213 Ochsner Building, and 
we will assist you in properly filing upon the land. 











You had better make a second selection of land while 
you are in the vicinity, so that you will not be disap- 
pointed in the event someone filed ahead of you. Be 
sure that the tract you desire is not Mineral Land or 
that it does not contain mineral in such a quantity 
that it would be preferable for mining purposes. You 
will have to swear that the land is not Mineral. 


Homestead Rules. 


Space will not permit a lengthy discussion of the 
Homestead Laws. The original Act of Congress and 
the Amendatory Acts would fill many volumes the 
size of this booklet. We will only give a general idea 
of the rules a Homesteader must follow. 

Any person over the age of 21 years, who is a citi- 
zen of the United States or who has declared his in- 
tention to become such, and who is not already the 
proprietor of more than 160 acres of land in. the 
United States, or who, at the time of filing, isthe 
owner of lands which, with the tract applied for, will 
not. exceed 320 acres, may file a Homestead Entry 
Application. 

Any person who filed a Homestead Entry Applica- 
tion and lost, forfeited or abandoned his entry, may 
file another entry if his former entry was made in 
good faith and if the former entry was lost, forfeited 
or abandoned because of matters beyond his control. 

A married woman who has all the other qualifica- 
tions of a homesteader may make entry if she has 
actually been deserted by her husband, or if he is in- 
capacitated by disease or other infirmities, or if he is 
confined in a penitentiary and she is actually the head 
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of the family, or if she is the heir of a settler or con- 
testant who dies before making entry. 

A person serving in the Army or Navy of the United 
States may make a Homestead Entry if some member 
of his family is residing upon the lands applied for, 
and the application and accompanying affidavits may 
be executed before the officer commanding that 
branch of the service. 

Residence and Cultivation. 

Within six months after filing, the Homesteader 
must establish residence upon the land, unless inter- 
vening conditions prohibit, and then he must apply 
for, before the expiration of the six months, an ex- 
tension of time wherein to establish residence. 

Isvery Homestead entryman, except persons who 
served in the Army or Navy of the United States dur- 
ing the Civil War, Spanish-American War or the Phil- 
ippine Insurrection, and who were honorably dis- 
charged after 90 days’ service, must maintain resi- 
dence upon the land for a period of three years. He 
may absent himself from the land each year fora 
period not exceeding five months. 

The entryman is required to cultivate the land to 
crops other than native grasses, and the area so culti- 
vated must equal one-sixteenth of the total area of 
the entry during the second year and one-eighth the 
total area during the third year and until final proof 
is made. However, if the character of the land pro- 
hibits the cultivation of this area, the entryman may 
apply for a reduction of area. 

Any soldier or sailor who served during the Civil 
War, the Spanish-American War or the Philippine In- 
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surrection, and who was honorably discharged, may 
file a declaratory statement, and will be required to 
reside upon the land for a period which, when added 
to his term of enlistment, will equal three years, ex- 
cept that he must reside upon the land for one year. 
He must cultivate sufficient area of the land to evi- 
dence his good faith. 


Final Proof. 

When the Homesteader has resided upon the land 
and improved it for a period of at least three years, 
and can show the required cultivation, he may make 
Final Proof. Or, if he has resided upon the land con- 
tinuously for fourteen months and has cultivated it 
according to the rules, he can make Commutation 
Proof. The rule of cultivation in Commutation Proof 
is one-sixteenth of the total area of the entry. Whether 
he desires Final or Commutation Proof, he must for- 
ward written notice to that effect to the local Land 
Office Officials, who will name a place and date for 
the taking of the proof. They will furnish the claim- 
ant with a notice, and this must be published in a 
newspaper near the land, and designated by the Reg- 
ister, for a period of five consecutive weeks preceding 
the submission of proof. The cost of this advertising 
must be borne by the Homesteader. 

On the day named, the Homesteader and his wit- 
nesses must appear at the place and before the person 
named by the Register, and, then and there, under 
oath, offer proof that the Homesteader has complied 
with the laws in residence and cultivation. If the 
proof is found to be regular and in accordance with 
law, Final Certificate will issue, and after that the 
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Homesteader will receive his United States Patent to 
the land. 

If the Homesteader wishes to offer Commutation 
Proof, he proceeds in precisely the same manner as 
stated above. But when he makes his proof he must 
pay the Land Office $2.50 per acre for the whole of 
entry, if the land is within the granted limits of a 
railroad, and $1.25 per acre if it is outside those limits. 


Additional Homestead Entries. 

If a Homestead Entryman has entered as a Home- 
stead a tract of land of less than 160 acres, he may 
enter adjoining lands to make up the total of 160 
acres, except in the case of Enlarged Homesteads, 
where he is allowed sufficient area to make up 320 
acres as a sum total. This 320-acre limitation is fur- 
ther explained under the heading of Enlarged Home- 
steads. It should be borne in mind that the applica- 
tion for an additional entry must be made prior to 
the submission of Final Proof on the original entry. 


Adjoining Farm Entries. 

Any person qualified as a Homestead Entryman, 
who owns a tract of land less than 160 acres, and who 
has not obtained the original tract through the Home- 
stead Law, and who has not exhausted his right as a 
Homestead Entryman by filing on and perfecting title 
to a tract of public land under the Homestead Laws, 
may file an Adjoining Farm Entry on such an addi- 
tional and contiguous tract, which will, when added 
to the land already owned, not exceed in area 160 
acres. He must follow the law in regard to residence 
and cultivation, but he need not remove from the land 
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already owned in order to reside on the Adjoining 
Farm Entry. The whole 160 acres are considered one 
THlomestead or farm unit, and residence and cultiva- 
tion of a portion is considered residence and cultiva- 
tion of the whole. Patent will not issue, however, on 
the Adjoining Farm Entry until after the expiration 


of five years from date of filing. 
Enlarged Homesteads. 


Any portion of the public domain subject to entry 
under the Homestead Laws, except lands containing 
merchantable timber, Mineral Lands and lands within 
a Reclamation Project, or lands which may be irri- 
gated from any known source of water supply, may 
be entered under the provisions of the Enlarged 
Homesteads Act. If, however, minor portions of a 
legal subdivision are susceptible of irrigation from 
natural sources, such as a spring, that fact will not 
exclude the subdivision from entry, provided that no 
one entry shall embrace in the aggregate more than 
40 acres of such irrigable land. 

No lands may be entered under the Enlarged Home- 
steads Act until they have been designated as being 
subject to entry by the Secretary of the Interior. If 
a person has settled upon and entered 160 acres or less 
under the provisions of the General Homestead Act, 
he may apply for the examination and designation of 
such an adjoining and contiguous area, which, when 
added to the acreage of the land already held, will not 
exceed 320 acres in extent. The provisions of the En- 
larged Homesteads Act are too varied and complex to 
admit of a clear definition within this space. If you 
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wish to avail yourself of the provisions of this Act, 
we would request that you call upon us in person, in 
order that we can advise you more fully. 


Forest Homesteads. 


Upon reference to the Map in this booklet you will 
note that we have omitted giving any areas of Goy- 
ernment Lands within the National Forests. We could 
not very well give those areas without causing great 
confusion for the Homeseeker and also for the For- 
estry Officials. Within the National Forests there is 
considerable land that may be homesteaded, but be- 
fore they may be settled upon or entered they must be 
examined by a Forest Officer, and, if they are found 
to be agricultural in character, they will be clear-list- 
ed, and the applicant will be allowed to enter them as 
a Forest Homestead. Any qualified person entitled to 
make entry under existing Homestead Laws may file 
an application with the District Forester of the Dis- 
trict in which the lands are situated, describing the 
lands by Section, Township and Range, or by refer- 
ence to natural objects, if the land is unsurveyed, to 
have the particular tract or tracts examined in order 
to determine their character. In due time these will 
be examined, and, if they are found to be agricultural 
in character, they will be clear-listed and the applicant 
will be allowed to file his Homestead Entry Applica- 
tion. We are prepared to handle all applications for 
examinations and properly file the Homeseeker when 
the land is declared open to entry. 
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Desert Land Entries. 

Desert Lands are lands which, by reason of a lack 
of rainfall, or of sufficient dampness in the soil, will 
not produce native grasses sufficient in quantity, if 
unfed by grazing animals, to make an ordinary crop 
of hay, or will not produce an agricultural crop of any 
kind in amount to make the cultivation thereof rea- 
sonably remunerative. If there is insufficient mois- 
ture to produce a natural growth of trees it may be 
classed as Desert Land. There may be small areas 
situated within a notoriously arid region wherein 
trees do grow, or an unusual heavy rainfall during a 
season may cause grass to spring up, but these con- 
ditions do not take the lands from the classification 
of Desert Lands. 

Any person, over the age of 21 years, who is a citi- 
zen of the United States, or who has declared his in- 
tention to become such, may make a Desert Land 
Entry. Thus, a woman, either married or single, may 
file a Desert Entry, even though her husband is also 
holding one. As each Desert Entry must not exceed 
320 acres, it will be seen that a man and his wife may 
take a whole Section, or 640 acres. 

Any person making a Desert Land Entry must be a 
bona fide resident of the State or Territory wherein 
the land is situated, and he must not have acquired 
title to such an area of public lands, which will, with 
the area of the Desert Entry, exceed 320 acres. He 
must examine the land carefully, so that he can swear 
that the land is essentially Desert Land, and when he 
files he must append to his application a sketch of the 
land showing the method whereby he intends getting 
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water thereon for reclamation, and also his ditches 
and laterals. In all his statements he must be cor- 
roborated by at least two reputable witnesses, who 
also must be acquainted with the land. 

At the time of filing the applicant is required to pay 
the Land Office 25 cents an acre for all the land ap- 
plied for. Each year he must submit “Yearly Proof,” 


‘showing that he has expended at least one dollar per 
acre in reclamation for the total area of the entry. 
Prior to the expiration of four years from the date of 
entry he must submit Final Proof, showing that he 
has expended, as a sum total, three dollars per acre 
for the entire area of the entry in reclamation, and 
that he has water on, and has cultivated, at least one- 
eighth of the entire area of the entry. 

At the time of making Final Proof, the Entryman 
must pay the Land Office the final price of $1.00 per 
acre for the land. This, with the entry fee of 25 cents, 
makes a total price of $1.25 per acre. 

[f the Entryman cannot, through unavoidable delay 
in the construction of irrigation works, make his Final 
Proof within the prescribed four years, he may ask 
for, and receive, an extension of time not to exceed 
three years. This extension is not given as a matter 
of course, but requires a conclusive showing on the 
part of the Entryman. 


Timber and Stone Entries. 


Lands which are chiefly valuable for the timber or 
stone thereon, may be purchased at their appraised 
value, but not less than $2.50 per acre, and in quanti- 
ties not to exceed 160 acres to one individual, each 
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subdivision of the tract to be contiguous to the other. 
The purchaser may be any person 21 years of age or 
over, who is a citizen of the United States, or who 
has declared his intention to become such at the time 
of application. The purchaser must swear that he has 
not acquired title to nor is he claiming, under the 
Homestead or Desert Land Laws, such a quantity of 
land which, when added to his Timber and Stone Ap- 
plication, will exceed 320 acres. 

After filing the application to purchase, a Govern- 
ment Timber Cruiser is sent out, and he appraises the 
land and timber. He sets a valuation upon it, and this 
the applicant must pay. If, however, the applicant be- 
lieves the price too high, he can ask for a re-appraisal 
and deposit sufficient money to pay the costs thereof. 


There are several minor points within the forego- 
ing Acts that have not been touched upon, as space 
prohibits. We have outlined the salient points, to 
guide the Landseeker and Homeseeker away from the 
reefs of mistakes, so that he may safely obtain his 
patent from the United States. If you are in doubt 
about any point, come and consult us immediately. 
We have not treated of contests, nor of Scrip Loca- 
tions, which we also handle throughout. Whatever 
your desires are with respect to Government Lands, 
or whatever your case may be, be assured that we 
are fully prepared to counsel you with expert advice, 
obtained by long experience in land practice. 








Filing and Final Proof Fees. 


3elow we give a schedule of charges made by the 
Land Office in fees charged for Entries and Final 


Proofs: 
HOMESTEADS. 
? (Single Minimum Land.) 
160 acres, Filing Fee $16.00 Final Proof $6.00 
80 x an os 8.00 7 3.00 
' 40 esi BO Rape ny A150 
(Double Minimum Land.) 
160 acres, Filing Fee $22.00 Final Proof $12.00 
SON" * i See ee LALOO : + 6.00 
4p. % = 8.00 3.00 


(In addition to the above Final Proof Fees. the 
Land Office collects 2214 cents for each 100 words of 


testimony reduced to writing by it.) 


TIMBER AND STONE ENTRIES. 


Application Etinosihtee =. ani i ea Aare $10.00 

Binal Proof... =. The appraised value of the tract 
DESERT LAND ENTRIES. 

Application Filing Fee..........25 cents per acre 
9 Pinal Proo ke i.e. acs Sievers tse. vel. OO per acre 


There are numerous other charges made by the 
Land Office in the matter of filing applications of 
various kinds, but the above are those of the most 
interest to the Homeseeker. 
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Schedule of Rates. 
TOWNSHIP PLATS. 
Showing vacant and entered land 


Showing vacant and patented land and charac- 
Er Olvunpatennedmentmese v e-tancaesesis.« sas 

Showing vacant and patented land and name of 
Entryman and character of unpatented entries 

Showing vacant land, character and number of 
all entries of record, with name of Entryman 
and date of entry, or Final Certificate or 
Patent 
(The above rates for Township Plats do not ap- 
ply to certain of those Townships within the 
Mother Lode Belt of Mines. We will be glad to 
quote you a rate on any particular Township.) 


Tracings of Official Plats of Survey $10.00 up 


TRANSCRIPTS OF RECORD. 


Verbatim copies of Tract BookRecords. .10c per entry 


Typewritten copies of other Records or Docu- 
DINENIES Aanyas crcine Mates eet ee 10c per 100 words 


Each carbon copy of typewritten sheet.........$ .05 
Certified Copies, each Certificate extra 
Make all checks and money orders payable to 
ARMSTRONG & GILMORE 


213 Ochsner Building, Sacramento, California 
16 








Schedule of Rates. 
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ARMSTRONG & GILMORE 
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JOHN F. ARMSTRONG CHAS, L. GILMORE 
Formerly Formerly 


Register U. S. Land Office Timber Cruiser General Land Office 
Sacramento, Cal, Status Clerk Forest Service 


Armstrong & Gilmore 


Land Office Practice 


Practice in all matters pertaining to 
public lands and the acquiring of 
title thereto, including Contests, 
Script Locations, Homestead, Timber 
and Desert Land Claims, Mineral Ap- 
plications for Patent, Protests and 
Adverse Claims, Plats, Maps, Trac- 
ings and Transcripts of Records. 
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